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Device description and advice
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On/off button
LCD screen
Sensitivity settings, menu navigation and victim selection
Transmit/receive selector and
Marking / Menu Validation
Clip for wrist loop
Earphone socket
Holster
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Device carrying and holster
The holster must always be worn against your inner layer of clothing (underwear or next to skin). The ARVA should preferably by covered by a garment to prevent cold and impacts. If you use the device for searching, the
little karabiner keeps it fastened to the holster.
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Congratulations on buying your new ARVA LINK.

This device combines the latest
technologies on the market, including:
n 360° detection thanks to built-in com-

n New transmission frequency on the

pass.
n 2 search modes (Novice, Expert) + Analogue option.
n Motion detector for automatic switch to
transmit.
n Search band width of 50 m minimum
in all conditions (for units manufactured to
European standard ETS 300 718).
n 457 kHz transceiver whose transmission power does not depend on battery
status.

common MAMMUT PULSE® and ARVA
LINK® 868 mHz platform, increasing performance of compatible units.
n Simultaneous detection of multiple vic-

tims, with creation of a scrollable list.
n Able to mark/unmark the found victim.
n Device configurable to the user.
n LCD screen allows programme updates

over time.

Advice on device use and personal safety
When you exit a secure ski run, you enter a world of risk where an avalanche, in particular, may
occur. If you do this, you are solely responsible for moving around the mountains:
• Before leaving your base, obtain information (from websites, mountain professionals, etc.)
and equip yourself with an ARVA, shovel and probe. This equipment is not an avalanche detector or
absolute protection.
To use your ARVA effectively, you must be trained. So practise using it!
• Never leave a run alone, and do not follow just any traces: they are not an absolute guarantee of safety. If unsure about the stability of a slope you absolutely have to take, increase the
distance between you, or better, go one at a time. And keep an eye on each other.
• Lastly, know when to stop. And be very careful: snow changes,
and so does avalanche risk! Learn about avalanches, and prepare your
route with www.arva-equipment.com/experience
Using your ARVA:
Move SLOWLY so you don’t take the wrong direction in haste. You must search the entire
avalanche surface.
When doing a search or check, be sure to stay away from any electronic
equipment (high-voltage power lines, radio, mobile phone, heartbeat meter, etc.) or impose radio
silence. A pacemaker may also disrupt the device in search mode. This list is not exhaustive.
Applicable to any DVA or GPS type transceiver device. The progress indicator describes progress
along a field line; it is not the straight-line distance in metres.
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Initial start-up

Fitting batteries and advice
The ARVA LINK only operates with 4 standard AAA/LR03 alkaline batteries.
Open the battery compartment cover with a screwdriver or coin, or using the screws. The 4 batteries
must always be of the same brand and replaced at the same time. Insert the batteries carefully, as
per the directions shown in the compartment.
Avoid touching the contactors. Store the unit above 0°C to prevent battery deterioration.
NEVER USE rechargeable or lithium batteries. These do not resist cold and/or discharge in one
go (unlike alkaline batteries, which discharge gradually).
Remove the batteries if the device is left unused for a long time (especially in summer). If batteries
leak, the warranty does not apply.

Initial start-up (on removal from box)
Switch the unit on

1

1

When you briefly press the top-right button, the screen facing you lights up and performs
its self-tests (transmission power, screen, loudspeaker, etc.)
For first use:
The Config screen appears automatically

2 . You must:

1 - Select a language
2 - Enter your contact details (surname / first name, and contact telephone
number in case of emergency)
3 - Calibrate the compass
To access a configuration line, press the central flag button in the parameter to be changed. To scroll up and down, press the left- and right-hand arrow buttons, and validate using
the central flag button.

BIP
BIP
BIP

If you reset the device, these steps must be repeated (Reset function in configuration
menu).
If your device has been switched on in-store for testing, refer to page 6 to re-access the
configuration menu.
The available settings are:
• Language (French / English / German / Italian / Spanish)
• Owner contact details (name, telephone number, etc.)
• Compass calibration (setting, p.6)
• Mode (Novice, p.9; or Expert, p.10)
• W-Link region (Region A / B or Deactivated)
• Automatic return to transmit (4 minutes / 8 minutes or inactive)
• LCD contrast (Very Low, Low, Medium, Strong, Very Strong)
• Reset (all settings return to default configuration)
• Exit (to exit the configuration menu)
To configure the other settings, see pages 6-7.
The underscored options in the above list are default settings. They are obtained if you
reset.
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Language: GB
Mode: Expert
Calibration: Ok
WLink: Reg. A
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First Steps and Buttons

GB

Switching on
Briefly press the ON/OFF button

During start-up, the unit performs an automatic check (then a self-test every 5 minutes).
The microprocessor, antennas, batteries and display are checked. Three beeps indicate
that the loudspeaker is working correctly.
At the same time, the LCD screen displays the selected W-Link region, the battery charge
(in %) and the data you recorded during initial start-up (surname, first name, telephone
numbers, etc.) 3
The device then enters transmit mode. The green diode on the side flashes to show the
device is working correctly. The transmit sign on the screen flashes.
Just before it starts transmitting, the device offers to run a Group Check
check, press on the centre button before the window disappears.

3

WLink : A

1 on the top of the device.

4 . To run the

90%
KEVIN
+33677227354
+33478334552
Start-up screen
• W-Link region
• battery status
• user name
• user phone number
• contact phone number in
emergency

4

If you press on the centre button, the device switches to Analogue mode with minimal
reception (the equivalent of about 1 metre) to check the whole group. Each group member
must switch to transmit mode in front of this “test” device. The tester must then switch
his device to transmit mode and check it is working too.
Once the tests are done, you can exit this function by pressing the centre button. If you do
nothing, the device will automatically switch to transmit mode after 5 minutes.
If the device detects an anomaly, it gives a long 5-second beep. This long beep is repeated
5 and 10 minutes later.

Group check

There are 3 possible explanations:
• Battery charge has dropped to 20% (the device can still transmit for 48 hours or search
for 30 minutes). To warn you, the device gives a long 5-second beep. This long beep is
repeated 5 and 10 minutes later.
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• Technical problem (transmission or program). After a long 5-second beep, the LCD
screen displays “Error”; this long beep is repeated 5 and 10 minutes later. If this occurs,
do not exit a run with the device. Contact your nearest reseller.

OFF ?

• 457 kHz Emission power failure : if the transmission power is getting too low, the following message will appear : PROBLEME EMISSION 457 kHz. If the failure is temporally
(due to the proximity of a large amount of metal), there’s only one message. If the failure
is permanent, the message will be displayed every five minutes (electronic problem). If this
occurs, do not exit a run with the device. Contact your nearest reseller.
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Switching off the device
Briefly press the ON/OFF button 5 on the top of the device. A double-beep alarm sounds
to validate switch-off. To validate, press the centre button 6 .
Transmit/receive selector
The centre switch is locked in the up position (transmit)

BIP
BIP

Switching off the device

7.

7

To switch to receive mode, press the centre button and slide it down. The word SEARCH
becomes visible: you are now in Search mode. To revert to transmit mode, switch the
centre button to the up position, where it will relock mechanically.
The device can be in transmit mode while the selector switch is in the down position,
especially after the software automatically reverts to transmit mode (see p.11). In this
case, to correctly change to receive mode: firstly reset the switch to transmit mode, then
change to receive mode.

Switching to search
mode
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Setting your device - Conf iguration menu
To access the Configuration menu whenever you wish, you must:
Switch off the device (press top right button, then validate switch-off with centre
button: see page 5, diagram 5 )
Hold down the left- and right-hand buttons simultaneously 1
While still holding these two buttons down, press the On/Off button 2 for 5 seconds 2 .
Selecting a language (default: English)
To select a language, scroll down the list using the two up/down arrows, and
validate with the centre button.
The language options are French, English, German, Italian and Spanish.
To enter your contact details, proceed in the same way. If you do not want to enter
your details now, select EXIT.

2

1

1

5”

Entering your contact details
You have three lines of alphanumerical marks. We advise you to start with your
surname and first name, to identify your device in case of loss.
The first telephone number can be the owner’s. The second can be a number to
call in case of emergency.
This information is displayed each time the device is switched on.

3

Calibrating the compass 3
This allows the direction indicator to react quickly, and lets the device know if your
search direction is correct. To work correctly, the compass must be calibrated,
especially if you have made a long journey or changed the batteries.
To start calibrating, place the device on a flat surface and access the Calibration
tab. Keeping the device horizontal, rotate it clockwise until calibration ends. The
device then automatically reverts to the configuration menu and displays “Calibration OK”.

Mode:
Selecting a search mode 4 (default: Novice)
The default mode is Novice. We advise you to start in this mode. The device will
automatically search for the nearest victim, and the only available function is marking of the found victim, in case of multi-victim burial. After marking, the device
will then automatically switch to the next detected victim.
In Expert mode, you can select the victim you want to search for, mark/unmark
victims, and obtain more information using W-Link technology.

Selecting a W-Link region (default: region A)
The W-Link frequency is a protected radio frequency, with rights that must be
respected, depending on the country you are in.
Some countries do not accept the use of this frequency on their territory. In such
cases, the W-Link function in the configuration must be deactivated.
The user is solely responsible for changing or deactivating this frequency. The
manufacturer can in no event be held responsible for any change to or non-management of this right of frequency use in the country where the device is used.
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